To demonstrate my points, | want to conduct a formal “critique” on two photographs
from a Bridal Shoot | took back in May. Both photographs I love, but | want to challenge
myself to do better and better in my craft, so | will aim to be objective.

The first Image:

ISO 200 70mm f2.8 1/200s


https://digital-photography-school.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/ImageOne.jpg

What I love most about this image:

1. The gorgeous depth of field created by the lines of the trees and the buildings.
Additional depth is created by zooming in to 70mm on my 24-70mm lens. 2. The way
that the bride literally “stands out” from the image, with her white dress being
surrounded by strong, bright, vivid colors.

2. The “motion” created as the bride turns around gives an excitement and life-like feel
to the portrait.

Now the hard part — Objective critique. As |
evaluate this image, several flaws stand out to me:

1. The sign above her head. A slightly lower camera angle would eliminate this main
distraction.

2. The purple banners in the background.

3. There is a little too much “tilt” from this camera angle. The bride feels like she is
leaning when she is not.

4. The lights in the background.

5. The parasol is a fantastic element. But it disappears into her dress. It would stand out
much more if it was being held up above her head by her arm furthest from the camera.

6. The pose is in motion, but the angle would be slightly more flattering had she been
turned just a bit more toward the camera, creating a 3/4 view of the face, rather than a
7/8 view of the face.



The second Image:

ISO 200 70mm 2.8 1/250s


https://digital-photography-school.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Critique-Image-2.jpg

What I love:

1. Her eyes are completely clear and in focus. Everything else is blurred out by the
depth of field.

2. Her head placement is turned slightly to reveal the flower in her hair.

3. The shot captured at the perfect moment for a “windswept” look in the bangs.

Flaws that stand out:

1. The armpit cleavage. | should have adjusted the way she leaned on her arm to
eliminate this unflattering element.

2. Her chin needs to be a little higher, so her face is best proportioned.

3. The spotty green background is slightly distracting. | needed to incorporate it more or
find a simpler background.

4. The mouth is open just beyond appropriate for this image. It’s not alluring, it looks like
she may be just about to say something.

5. | want to see just a little bit more of her dress. Zooming out a few inches would
achieve this and create more “breathing room” for the shot.

6. | want more light in her eyes, to create deeper pools of blue. A reflector closer to her
face would have accomplished this.

In the end, | still love both images. But giving myself an objective critique will help me
develop an eye to see these things in future shoots, as | continue to create my images.



